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Mr. Charman and Members of the Subammittee:

On behdf of the Nationd Humanities Alliance and its 91 member organizations | am pleased to
testify for therecord in support of the Nationd Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). The
Nationd Humanities Alliance respectfully urges the Subcmmittee to suppot fundng of $177
millionfor FY 2008for the Nationd Endowment for the Humanities, an increase of $36million
abovethe FY 2007level and the President'srequest. Thisincrease would represent an important
step forward in restoring NEH funding to its historic levels of demongrated effectiveness.

While we are pleased tha the President continues to voice suppot for the humanities, we are
disappointed tha the administration has agan recommended flat funding for theagency, at a
level of $141355millionfor FY 2008 The President® budge proposal notonly failsto
addressinflationay cods, it would cut funding for NEH core programs by an estimated $1.1
million to meet administrative and overhead increases’.

TheNationd Humanities Alliance suppotts an increase for all NEH program fundsto hdp
reverse the effects of budgeary cuts and inflation and enaure the long-term effectiveness of the
agency. We are particularly concerned aboutrecent declines in the capecity of the NEH core
programs, which have suffered dispropationaely from these downward forces. These
programs are Research, Education, ChdlengeGrants, Preservation & Access, Public Programs,
and the Federal/State Partnership. We propos tha restored fundng berouted throughthese
core programs, and that it bedirected, in so far as possible, in suppot of anew emphasisonthe
globd context of the American experience. This new emphasis would reflect the country@ need
to comprehend the broader world we engage in such complex ways. Theeffort would
complement both the agency@ We the People initiative to promote study and undestanding of
American history, culture, and civic ingitutions aswell astheagency's recently launched Digital
Humanities Initiative, which suppots projects that develop innovdive information technologies
in humanities education and scholarship.

We suppott the administration® request of $152 million for continued funding of the NEH We
the Peopleinitiative, and $1.4 million to extend the Digital Humanities Initiative in FY 2008

! This estimate is based on allocationsoutined in the President8 FY 2007and FY 2008budge
proposs.



Renewing the Federal I nvestment in the Humanities

Our members, and the thousandsof teachers, scholars, organizationsand inditutionsthey
represent, use NEH grants to maintain a strong system of academic research, education and
public programsin the humanities. Even at an ebb, NEH is, today, thesingle largest source of
suppot for the humanities in the United States’. As such, NEH plays an important leadership
rolein the education of our nation'scitizens the creation and dissemination of new knowledge
and the preservation and enrichment of American intellectud and cultural life. The significance
of NEH fundingis multiplied by theability of NEH grants, and the highregard in which they are
hdd, to stimulate additiond project suppot. Sinceitsfounding, NEH has leveraged more than
$2 billionin direct, nonfederal giving for humanities projects across the United States. Though
areatively small agency, theNEH is neverthdess critical to the humanities infrastructure of the
United States.

The combined impacts of inflation and budge: cuts on the agency raise seriousconcerns about
NEH's longterm ability to carry outthe mandae for which it was established. The funding table
bdow illudrates the decling both in nomind and congant dollars, in the agency's opeationd
capacity. NEH reached its nominal funding pesk of $1775 millionin FY 1994 which when
adjuged for inflation, would be equivalent to $241milliontoday. Reingdituting the1994budge
level would conditute a significant reversal of thistrend, and puttheagency on a path toward
full restoration of its grantmaking capecity.

Table: NEH Appropriations FY 19772007 (in millionsof dollars)

Fiscal Year | 1977 1979 | 1980 | 1990 | 1994 | 1995 | 2000 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007

Nominal $ 994 145.2 | 150.1 | 156.9 | 177.5 | 172.0 | 1153 | 135.3 | 138.1 | 140.9 | 1410

Constart $ | 330.6 | 403.3 | 367.2 | 242.0 | 241.4 | 2275 | 134.9 | 144.4 | 1425 | 140.9 | 141.0
(2006 $)

Note: Condant dollar values are adjuged for inflation according to the annud CPI-U.

The Global Context of the American Experience

NEHG@ We the People initiative has been anoted success. We propos complementing that
success in the study of the American experience with an extended effort aimed at suppott for
undestanding of cultures aroundtheworld. Theincrease we advocateN $36 millionN would
help suppot programming designed to enhance AmericansOundestanding of theworld and our
place within it. Like We the People, this emphasis on globd cultural perspectives could be
routed, administratively, throughthe core programs named above Thiswould restore those
core programsto alevel at which need has been demondrated, while focusng the new funding
primarily onissues of contemporary urgency.

Thewell-beng of this county dependsnow, as pehgosnever before, onour ability to
undestand theways of life and though of peoplesin disparate cultural traditionswithin and

2 According to data compiled by the Founddion Center and the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences, the NEH provides amod six times the suppot for humanities programs as the largest
private funde, and more than thetop fifteen combined. Foundaton Funding for the
Humanities: An Overview of Current andHistorical Trends June2004.



withoutour borde's. One cannotundestand the American experience withoutknowledgeof the
historical and cultural experiences tha have informed thelives of new Americansarriving to this
county from aroundtheworld. Moreover, we cannotsucceed in aiding those we wish to assist
or in defending ourselves agang those who wish usill, unless we bring ingghts cultivated
uniqudy and effectively in the humanities.

Funding Analysis

In thelegidation establishing NEH more than forty years ago, Congress foundtha "An
advanced civilization mug notlimit its efforts to science and technology aone but mug give
full value and suppot to the other great branches of scholarly and cultural activity in order to
achieve a better undestanding of the past, a better andysis of the present, and a better view of
thefuture." Yettoday, thisvisonremainsunfulfilled. Federa funding for the humanities
throughNEH has failed to keep pace with either our naion'seconony, or itsinvestmentin
science and engineering.

In Fiscal Year 1979 theyear in which NEH funding reached its real historical peak, Congress
fundel NEH at alevel of more than $400million (2006congant dollars) N alevel equivalent to
about 16 percent of thebudge for theNationd Science Founddion. 1n 2007,NEH funds
represent only 2.5% of the NSF budgé. Over thelast thirty years, federal funding for NSF has
grown by over 200%and has kept pace with the naiion'secononic output. In contrast, NEH
funding has declined by nearly 60% over the same time period, and, today, NEH is opeating at
less than hdf of its demongrated funding capacity of thirty years ago?

Growth of NEH, NSF and GDP (FY 19772006) While we applaud the advances
madein research and
250 | development in science and

. engineering, we cannotforget
/¥ theimportance of the
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3 Data sources indude NEH Office of Strategic Planning (NEH Annud Appropriations, NSF
Office of Budgd, Finance & Award Management (NSF FY Actuds), U.S. Department of
Commerce Bureau of Economic Andysis (Real Gross Domestic Produa).



The humanities are the vehicle through which our students and the public learn aboutand reflect
onour naion'shistory and civicingitutions They are equdly an important condut for
promoting knowledgeof our culture and inditutionsabroad. A greater investment in the
humanities is necessary to ensure the knowledgeable citizenry uponwhich the preservation of
our county's democratic ideals and long-term economic strength depends It istimeto renew
our naion'scommitment to the education and enrichment of its citizensin all areas of learning.

Funding Shortfall in NEH Core Programs

The NEH core programs are at the center of theagency's mission to create, preserve, and
disseminate knowledgein the humanities. Yet, since 1994,these programs have suffered
dispropottionaely from budgé cuts and inflation. In Fiscal Year 1994 NEH awardsin the core
program divisionsof Research/Fellowships, Education, Preservation & Access, Public Programs
and ChdlengeGrants totaled $1268 million (not adjugted for inflation)*. In FY 2006,awardsin
these divisionstotaled only $808 millionN a36%decline’.

While we recognize tha Congress continues to face difficult choices this year, we are asking the
Subommittee to recommend a funding increase for the agency of $36million, signding that the
110h Congressis ready to make a significant new investment in the nation® education and
research infrastructure throughthe Nationd Endowvment for the Humanities.

Thank you for your congderation of this request.

Foundel in 1981 theNationd Humanities Alliance is a codition of more than 90 nationd, state,
and local nonpiofit organizationsand ingitutionsdedicated to the advancement of humanities
education, research and public programs. Membership indudes assodations of: scholars and
scholarly sodeties, libraries, museums, state humanities coundls, historical sodeties, highe
education assodations university-based and indgpendent humanities research centers.

Foundel in 1776 Phi Beta Kappais the naion®@oldest academic hona sodety. It has chapters at
276ingitutionsand hadf a million members throughoutthe county. Its missionisto champion
educationin thelibea arts and sciences, to recognze academic excellence, and to foger
freedomof thoughtand expression. Among its programs are academic and literary awards
lectureships afellowship, aprofessorship, and pulication of The American Sdolar, an award-
winning quaterly joumd.

* NEH FY 1994Annud Report.
> NEH Summary of Grants and Awards FY 2006. Division totals indudeWe the People funds



